MODERN IRAN (IRAN) 


The modern Persian or Iranian state was founded at the beginning of the 16 th century by sah Isma'il I Safawi, 
who rose to power as head of his Sufi order and reunited a land that had been parceled out between competing 
principalities since the decline of the Il-HdniA state. Expanding from northwestern Iran and Azerbayjan 
(Adarbayjan), Isma'il I founded a large and relatively centralized Si'i state. The Safawids stopped the Uzbek 
advance in the east at the battle ofMarw in 1510, but were defeated in the west by the Ottomans at Caldiran in 
1514. Continued Ottoman advances led to the loss of Mesopotamia (in 1534) and the removal of the court 
from Tabriz to Qazwin and later to Isfahan. In the first quarter of the 17 th century 'Abbas I rescued the Safawid 
monarchy from internal weakness, replaced the unruly Qizilbdsis of the Safawid order with a regular and 
modernized army, and reversed the losses to the Ottomans by recovering Mesopotamia. These gains were lost in 
1638, and after the death of the prudent 'Abbas II the Safawids became increasingly unable to exert their 
authority, as the antagonism between religious groups within the state caused a breakdown in unity. The Afgan 
Sunni Galzay clan seceded at Qandahar, and overthrew the Safawids in 1721. The Safawids were nominally 
restored by the Nadir-Sah of the Afsari clan, who eventually seized power in his own name in 1736. Nadir-Sah 
led successful military interventions in Central Asia and India, and established an Iranian navy. After his 
murder in 1747, Iran was plunged into chaos, with puppet Safawid and Afsarid sabs propped up by ambitious 
leaders in different parts of the country. Karim-Han Zand established himself as regent (wakil) over central Iran 
at Siraz, and temporarily provided both stability and kindly government. His successors lacked his ability and 
both they and the surviving Afsarids in Hurasan were overthrown by the Qajars, who moved the capital to 
Tihran (Tehran). After the efficient reigns of first Qajars Iran weakened and fell increasingly under foreign 
influence, especially that of Britain and Russia. A constitutional crisis and the temporary occupation of the 
country by British, Russian, and Ottoman Turkish forces undermined Qajar authority, allowing Rida-Han 
Pahlawl to take control of the government in 1921 and to formally depose the dynasty in 1925, placing himself 
on the throne as Rida-Sah. Intensive modernization along western lines followed under the Pahlawl Dynasty, 
occasioning conservative and religious resistance to the sah 's arbitrary policies. Rida-Sah’s attempt to play off 
Soviet Russia and Britain against each other and to obtain German support resulted in his deposition by foreign 
intervention in 1941. His son and successor Muhammad-Rida-Sah was opposed by a nationalist and religious 
reaction, which ultimately toppled him in 1979. The rulers of modern Iran were titled sdhansdh , “king of kings.” 
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Safawid Dynasty 

Isma'il I ... son of Haydar, son ofjunayd Safawi 

Tahmasp I ... son of Isma'il I 

Isma'il II, the Bloodthirsty ... son of Tahmasp I 

Muhammad-Hudabandah ... son of Tahmasp I; deposed, died 1595 

'Abbas I, the Great ... son of Muhammad-Hudabandah 

Safi I 1 ... son of Safl-Mirza, son of'Abbas I 

'Abbas II ... son of Safi I 

Safi II~Sulayman I 1 * ... son of'Abbas II 

Sultan-Husayn ... son of Sulayman I; abdicated, died 1726 

Galzay Dynasty 

Mahmud-Sah ... son of Mir-Uways, son of Sah-'Alam-Husayn Galzay 

Asraf-Sah ... son of'Abd-al-'AzIz, son of Sah-'Alam-Husayn Galzay; deposed, died 1730 

Safawid Dynasty (restored) 

Tahmasp II ... son of Sultan-Husayn; rival since 1722; deposed, died 1740 
'Abbas III ... son ofTahmasp II; deposed, died 1740 
Afsarid Dynasty 

Nadir-Sah* ... son of Imam-Quli Beg Afsari 

'Adil-Sah 4 ... son of Muhammad-Ibrahim, brother of Nadir-Sah; deposed, died 1749 

Ibrahim ... brother of'Adil-Sah; deposed, died 1749 

Sah-Ruh ... son of Rida-Quli, son of Nadir-Sah; rival since 1748; deposed 


1 Originally named Sam. 

1 Originally named Safi, until 1668, when the name was changed to Sulayman. 

5 Originally named Nadr-Quli, then Tahmasp-Quli. 

4 Originally named 'All-Quli. 
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Safawid Dynasty (restored) 

Sulayman II s ... son of Mirza-Dawud Husaynl by Sahrbanu, daughter of Sulayman I; 
deposed, died 1763 

Isma'll III ... son of Sayyid-Murtada by Maryam-Bigam, 6 daughter of Sultan-Husayn; 
deposed 

Afsarid Dynasty (restored) 

Sah-Ruh ... restored; deposed, restored in Hurasan 1751—1796; deposed, died 1796 
• Nadir-Sah ... son of Sah-Ruh; rival in Hurasan 1765 and 1796—1803 
Safawid Dynasty (restored) 

Isma'll III ... restored; deposed, died 1773 
Zand Dynasty ( ivakils ) 

Muhammad-Karim-Han ... son of Inaq-Han, son of Zand-i Balgl; ivakil in Siraz 1750 

Abu-al-Fath ... son of Muhammad-Karim-Han 

Muhammad-TAll ... son of Muhammad-Karim-Han 

Zakl ... son ofBudaq-Han, son of Zand-i Balgl 

Muhammad-Sadiq-Han ... brother of Muhammad-Karim-Han 

'Ali-Murad ... son of'Allah-Murad, brother of Zakl 

Rasld-ja'far ... son of Muhammad-Sadiq 

Lutf-'Ali ... son of Rasid-Ja''far; deposed, died 1794 

Qajar Dynasty 

Aga-Muhammad ... son of Muhammad-Hasan 

Fath-'Ali ... son of Husayn-Quli, brother of Aga-Muhammad 

Muhammad ... son of r Abbas-Mlrza, son of Fath-'Ali 

Nasir-al-Dln ... son of Muhammad 

Muzaffar-al-Din ... son of Nasir-al-Dln 

Muhammad-'Ali ... son of Muzaffar-al-Din; deposed, died 1914 
Ahmad ... son of Muhammad-'All; deposed, died 1930 
Pahlawi Dynasty 

Rida-Sah ... son of 'Abbas-'All Pahlawi; deposed, died 1944 
Muhammad-Rida-Sah ... son of Rida-Sah; deposed, died 1980 
(republic from 1979) 


5 Originally named Sayyid-Muhammad Husaynl. 

6 Or possibly Han-Aqa-Bigam, also daughter of Sultan-Husayn. 



